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MARTINIQUE – The Best Kept Secret in the Caribbean

GENERAL INFORMATION

▪ France with its Infrastructure and Services

▪ Gendarmes – No Security Concerns

▪ First Class Health System

▪ 370.000 People - Economy

▪ Sophisticated Caribbean / French Culture

▪ Political Continuity since 16th Century

▪ Only AOC outside of France – 11 rum refineries

▪ Largest marina – 850 berths / +1.700 yachts all year round
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OVERVIEW OF ANCHORAGE AREAS

NORTH WEST
Saint Pierre, Carbet

SOUTH WEST

Fort de France, Pointe du Bout 
Anses d’Arlets, Diamond Rock

SOUTH EAST

Sainte Luce
 Le Marin

Sainte Anne

EAST COAST – Mini Grenadines

Vauclin, François, Robert
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NORTH WEST – St. Pierre Anchorage

▪ Discover the «Town of a 1.001 nights » as it was…
▪ Mother Nature accessible via excellent infrastructure

▪ Mountain views & Tropical rainforest at your finger tips

▪ Pick your favorite tropical flower in the plantation

▪ Hike up the mountain; Walk in a river to the falls….

▪ Working (>Feb.) rum factory & restored plantation home

▪ Try canyoning..

▪ Go diving (Îlet Perle + sunken ships for the experienced) 

▪ Options : Zoo; Rainforest drive & Balata tropical gardens



« A town of a thousand and one nights » - Lafcadio Hearn 
(Irish travelling journalist & chronicler)

Photograph taken at the end of the 19th century

St. Pierre : Up to May 8th 1902 it was Paris in the Caribbean
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▪ Houses of 2 – 3 stories built in stone established by plateaus rising from 
the shore line up to the hills, painted in clair yellow with shutters in 
striking green or grey-blue - a paradise for an aquarel artist. 

▪ 26.000 inhabitants + 7.000 people in the surrounding countryside 
representing ~20% of the population of Martinique.

▪ Contained ~70% of Martinique’s elite; merchants, industrials, 
intellectuals,… its cathedral,..

▪ 3 newspapers; several banks; Lloyds insurance agency..; 6 consulates 
including the USA; 800 seat theatre created by 4 wealthy businessmen; 
an active Astronomical society; a horse driven tramway..

▪ Its renowned carnival brought visitors from the USA and the rest of the 
Caribbean who were a significant source of revenue for the town

St. PIERRE - KEY FACTS
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St. Pierre

Main Street: Left - Lithography from photo ~1860 ; Right photo late 19th century
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View of the main street of the port seen from the balcony of Vivé family



St. Pierre

Chamber of Commerce or “Stock” Market; Since restored. 
Note: To the left is the Horse drawn tramway which went from North to South of the town.
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Water Fountain Agnès, Place Bertin on the waterfront (near the existing dock) – Note the electric street lamps

St. Pierre
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St. Pierre

The Embassy of the United StatesStreet that takes you up to the Sky
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SAINT PIERRE, MARTINIQUE – The Paris & Venice of the Caribbean

February 2012
Lithography of ~1860. The Asylum and  behind it the Engineer’s office & living quarters - visit ends at these 2 sites  



The Theatre – Before and after the 8th of May, 1902
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SAINT PIERRE
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Pelé Mountain (height 1.400 m) seen from Morne Rouge

The study of the mount Pelé eruption in 1902 lead to modern volcanology & the 
understanding of the existence of both grey (explosive) & red (lava) volcanoes 



Buggy Riding on the Flanks of Mt Pelé + JM Rum Tasting !
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Neison Rum Factory
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Anse Latouche – Home of a successful Corsaire’s Plantation that 
integrates a zoo & ends with a Pirate’s museum… to be discovered ..
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Anse Latouche – Home of a successful Corsaire’s Plantation that 
integrates a zoo & ends with a Pirate’s museum… to be discovered ..

MARTINIQUE – The Best Kept Secret in the Caribbean



MARTINIQUE – The Best Kept Secret in the Caribbean

Douglas Rapier, Cell: +596 696 45 89 75

5 Pitons seen from Mont Pelé … and then being enjoyed !



MARTINIQUE – The Best Kept Secret in the Caribbean

Douglas Rapier, Cell: +596 696 45 89 75

Balata Tropical Gardens – Take a walk amongst the trees!
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October 201
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TRANSITION 
St. Pierre to Fort de France

• Go through the rain forest 
• Take a river bath
• Past the 5 Pitons ~1.100m
• Visit the botanical gardens
•  Go shopping
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St. Pierre to Fort de France

Two of the pitons seen from Balata – Church is a 1/5th miniature of Sacré Cœur, Montmartre
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SOUTH WEST – FDF / Pte du Bout / Anses d’Arlet / Diamond Rock

▪ 4 anchorages 
▪ Choice of beaches, night life, shopping

▪ Dive sites for all levels from snorkelling to deep dives

▪ Watch the turtles feeding; reef of fish... for all ages

▪ Quietly enjoy the church steeple lit up at night

▪ Fun at the Casino or shop at the Village Créole

▪ Choice of museums / clay factory + artisanal boutiques



Museum of Josephine de Bonaparte
MARTINIQUE – The Best Kept Secret in the Caribbean



Museum of the Slave Savanna
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Trois Îlets & clay tiles  + its Artisans
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“Her Majesty’s Sloop of war” Diamond Rock – From above
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Diamond Rock – From below
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SOUTH EAST – Sainte Luce, Sainte Anne, Le Marin

▪ Best beaches in Martinique all in National Parks

▪ Walking or biking along the buffs; 

▪ Kiting; Hang gliding; Buggy rides; Horseback Riding

▪ > Feb. Walk for 4 hrs & see more turtle-nests than people 

▪ 30 min by taxi to Habitation Clément 

▪ Yacht & the crew transition to an East Coast anchorage

▪Guests go visiting & are picked up by tender 
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South East - Le Marin & Ste Anne
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HABITATION CLEMENT / FONDATION CLEMENT
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SOUTH EAST – Habitation Clément / Fondation Clément

▪ 18th Century home with dependencies & old rum factory

▪ 1.6 km² of grounds : 

○ Large garden around the house with trees of +100 years

○ Collection of palm trees from all world regions

▪ Contemporary Art: 5.000 sq. ft of art exhibitions

○ 150 works of art in the private collection

▪ History: + 3000 books; 600 ft of archives; +2000 postcards
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HABITATION CLEMENT / FONDATION CLEMENT
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EAST COAST– Vauclin, François, Robert

▪ 20 miles of coastline protected by Reefs; 3 Anchorages.
▪ Previous yachts : M/Y Keiki Kai, M/Y Axioma, M/Y Blue 

Moon, M/Y Barbie,    M/Y Lady Sheridan, M/Y Ekaterina, 
M/V Sherakhan, S/Y AQUARIUS

▪ Great area for Water Toys & exploration of the Creeks
▪ BBQ lobster served picnic style standing in Empress 

Josephine’s bathtub
▪ 19th century vacation home on Ilet Oscar
▪ Habitation Clément via dinghy and 10 min taxi
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EAST COAST – Relax, Jet Ski, Walk, Ride, Kayak, Kite, Surf,..
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EAST COAST – Mini-Grenadines
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EAST COAST – Mini-Grenadines 

BBQ’ed lobster served in Empress Josephine’s bathtub!
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EAST COAST – Mini-Grenadines
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EAST COAST – Mini-Grenadines
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EAST COAST – Mini-Grenadines & a Local Yole


